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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN 
MABLETHORPE  AND  SUTTON 


AND  COUNCILLORS 
URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Gentlemen, 

Once  again,  I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report,  which 
is  prepared  in  accordance  with  the  usual  requirements.  Events  referring  to 
health  and  sanitary  conditions  of  the  Urban  District  for  1950  are  reviewed. 

It  may  be  noticed  that  there  is  a  unitary  decline  in  the  population 
figure  according  to  the  estimate  of  the  Registrar  General,  which  is  not  to  be 
wondered  at,  in  view  of  the  birth-death  relationship  for  the  past  two  years. 
This  year,  the  numbers  equate,  while  in  the  five  post  war  years,  the  births 
exceeded  the  deaths  by  only  27  which  is  a  very  small  margin  to  compensate 
migration  trends.  This  does  not  inspire  optimism  about  the  population 
figures  of  the  future.  The  Tables  showing  causes  and  ages  at  death  locate 
no  abnormal  circumstances  affecting  either,  and  it  can  be  seen  that  73%  of 
the  deaths  occurred  after  the  age  of  65.  Both  birth  and  death  rates  have  been 
adjusted  for  comparison  with  the  national  rates  by  an  estimated  allowance 
for  the  difference  in  age  and  sex  structure  of  the  population. 

The  infectious  disease  notifications  call  for  no  comment.  The  total 
numbers  were  very  small  and  there  were  no  unusual  inclusions.  The  number 
of  initial  immunisations  against  diphtheria  was  fair,  in  its  relation  to  the 
births  for  the  immediate  antecedent  years,  but  there  has  been  a  decline  in 
this  relationship  during  the  past  two  years. 

Matters  pertaining  to  sanitation  were  given  adequate  attention  and  no 
unusual  trouble  spots  disturbed  the  satisfactory  routine.  There  was  dis¬ 
appointment  that  the  Trusthorpe  sewerage  plant  was  not  completely  finished 
during  the  year  owing  to  delays  in  delivery  of  pumping  machinery,  but  by 
the  use  of  mobile  pumps,  cesspool  abolition,  where  practicable,  did  not  await 
the  official  opening  date.  The  main  disappointment  of  the  year  was  concerned 
with  the  Links  Estate  sewerage  scheme,  which  was  given  a  conditional 
approval  by  the  Ministry  that  has  resulted  in  delaying  the  administrative 
progress  of  the  arrangements  for  the  start  of  the  operational  work.  It  is 
fervently  hoped  the  delay  will  only  be  temporary  in  having  this  remaining 
sanitary  blot  of  the  district  eradicated.  Rat  destruction,  nuisance  abate¬ 
ments  and  all  the  other  casual  work  of  the  department,  which  attract  the 
limelight  only  when  the  services  depart  from  normal  standards,  proceeded 
in  their  uneventful  ways. 

The  Ministry  approval  for  the  installation  of  electric  pumping 
machinery  to  increase  the  distribution  of  the  water  supply  to  meet  demands, 
was  hailed  with  much  satisfaction.  A  reference  to  the  water  sample  results. 
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during  the  period  supply  and  demand  gave  most  concern,  will  show  the  need 
for  the  attention.  It  seems  likely  that  consideration  will  require  to  be  given 
to  augmenting  the  bore  supply  at  a  future  date,  in  view  of  the  estimated 
safety  margins  necessary  against  not  unlikely  contingencies. 

The  concentration  of  attention  during  the  recent  years  on  matters 
relating  to  food  hygiene  reflects  the  measure  of  its  importance  for  district 
authorities,  as  guardians  of  infectious  disease,  so  that  each  may  contribute 
its  effort  towards  controlling  food  poisoning,  which  has  shown  such  consider¬ 
able  increase  in  the  post  war  years.  In  this  district,  the  question  is  of  more 
intimate  concern  on  account  of  the  prevalence  of  boarding  houses,  catering 
establishments  and  food  premises.  It  will  not  do  to  dismiss  the  subject  by 
a  reference  to  the  infectious  disease  table  and  finding  no  notifications  of  food 
poisoning,  because  unfortunately,  it  has  been  found  that  many  individual 
and  household  cases  due  to  this  causation  escape  medical  attention  ;  or, 
circumstances  do  not  permit  of  their  investigation  at  the  material  time.  The 
larger  scale  dramatic  outbreaks  advertise  themselves  and  we  can  never 
smugly  think  “they  can’t  happen  here.”  Full  advantage  was  taken  of  the 
crop  of  recent  helpful  legislative  and  publicity  measures,  designed  to  improve 
the  hygienic  standard  of  food,  and  matters  pertaining  to  food,  and  these 
were  supplemented  by  the  most  important  factor — fhe  vigilant  supervision 
of  the  sanitary  inspector. 

A  reference  to  Section  ‘F’  of  the  report  will  show  the  extent  of  the 
supervision  given  food  matters  and  the  results  of  the  efforts.  The  milk  supply 
claimed  pride  of  place  among  the  achievements,  because  1950  saw  the  ful¬ 
filment  of  the  efforts  and  aim  of  previous  years  by  the  provision  of  a  retail 
supply  that  was  100%  heat  treated.  This  was  a  distinction  which  was  shared 
by  no  other  Authority  in  the  County  and  probably  few  beyond  it.  The  local 
ice  cream  producers  did  their  part  in  setting  the  headline,  and  the  traders 
and  caterers  in  general,  by  their  intelligent  co-operation,  helped  to  maintain 
a  standard  which  gave  all  round  satisfaction. 

In  a  year  which  can  be  regarded  as  very  satisfactory  in  the  all  round 
results,  I  wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  sanitary  inspector  for  the  major 
part  he  contributed  to  the  successful  efforts.  His  prompt  attention  to  matters 
referred  and  the  general  vigilance  he  displayed  were  much  appreciated. 
I  am  indebted  also  to  the  very  helpful  information  made  available  concerning 
the  work  in  his  department  which  is  used  in  this  report. 

It  might  truly  be  said  that  the  progress  and  success  of  work  in  this 
department  are  largely  influenced  by  the  degree  of  interest  and  co-operation 
given  by  the  Public  Health  Committee.  It  is  my  pleasure  and  privilege 
therefore  to  express  my  gratitude  to  the  Chairman  for  the  year,  and  each 
member  of  the  Committee,  for  the  helpful  direction  which  greatly  assisted 
and  encouraged  the  staff  effort. 


August,  1951. 


I  remain, 

Yours  faithfully, 

W.  J.  KERRIGAN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Mablethorpe  'SD  Sutton  Urban  District 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

on  the 

Health  and  Sanitary  Conditions 
for  the  year  1950 


Public  Health  Officers. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

W.  J.  Kerrigan,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  B.A.O.,  L.M.,  D.P.H. 

Sanitary  Inspector  and  Meat  and  Milk  Inspector  : 

C.  V.  Long,  C.R.San.I. 

Engineer  and  Surveyor  : 

E.  Jordan,  M.I.M.  &  Cy.E.,  M.R.San.I.,  M.LS.E. 


SECTION  A. 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  AND  GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  of  the  Urban  District,  including  717 
Foreshore 

acres  of 

•  •  •  • 

7,193  acres 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  population 

5,304 

Density  per  acre  (excluding  foreshore) 

0.82 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 

2,026 

Rateable  value  of  inhabited  houses  .  . 

£26,963 

Total  rateable  value,  31/12/50 

£41.157 

Product  of  a  penny  rate,  31/3/50 

•  •  • 

£159  10s.  od. 

Vital  Statistics. 

NOTE — Figures  in  brackets  give  corresponding  r 

ates  for  England  and  Wales 

Births. 

(a)  Live  :  Total. 

Male. 

Female. 

Legitimate  .  .  68 

37 

3i 

Illegitimate  .  .  2 

1 

1 

70 

38 

32 

(b)  Still  : 

Legitimate  .  .  2 

1 

1 

Illegitimate  .  .  0 

0 

0 

O 

*-4 

1 

1 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  population 
Adjusted  for  comparative  purposes  (C.F.  =  1.09) 
Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  population 


13.2 

144  (t5-8) 
0.38  (0.37) 


Deaths. 

Total  Male  Female 

71  35  36 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  population .  .  ..  13.39 

Death  Rate  adjusted  for  comparative  purposes  (C.F. 

0.77)  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  10.3  (11.6) 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age: 

Male  Female 

Legitimate  .  .  .  .  1  2 

Illegitimate  .  .  .  .  -  - 


Death  rate  per  1,000  live  births  .  .  .  .  43  (29.8) 


0 


Causes  of  and  ages  at  death  : 

Bronchitis  .  .  .  .  7  months. 

Gastro  Enteritis  .  .  1  week. 

Premature  Birth  .  .  18  hours. 

_ Ages  at  Death. _ _ 

Ages  in 

Years.  0/1  1/5  5  15  15/25  25/35  35/45  45/55  55/65  65/75  75+  Total 

Deaths  3  1  —  —  1  3  1  10  19  33  71 


_ Cancer  Deaths. _ 

Ages  in  Under 

Years.  '  40  40/45  45/50  50/55  55/60  60/65  65/70  70/75  75+  Total 

Case  Rate  —  1  — 1  —  1  1  2  6  12 


Total 

Causes  of  Death  in  the  Area,  1950. 

Male 

Female 

1. 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  system 

— 

1 

2 . 

Cancer  of  the  Stomach 

2 

— 

3- 

Cancer  of  Lung  and  Bronchus 

1 

1 

4- 

Cancer  of  Breast 

— 

1 

5- 

Cancer  of  Uterus 

— 

1 

6. 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

2 

4 

7- 

Diabetes 

1 

— 

8. 

Vascular  Lesions  of  nervous  system 

5 

7 

9- 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

3 

2 

10. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  .  . 

2 

— 

11. 

Other  heart  disease 

7 

9 

12. 

Other  circulatory  disease 

1 

1 

13- 

Pneumonia 

— 

1 

id- 

Bronchitis 

4 

2 

!5- 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  .  . 

2 

— 

16. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  .  . 

1 

1 

i7- 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

1 

— 

18. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

1 

— 

19. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

2 

35 

5 

36 
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SECTION  B. 

FENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  OF  THE  AREA. 


Laboratory  Facilities. 

As  in  previous  years,  the  excellent  facilities  provided  by  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Lincoln  were  availed  of  fully  for 
bacteriological  and  standard  test  examinations,  other  than  chemical 
analyses  for  which  prescribed  fees  were  paid  to  the  analyst.  The 
Public  Health  Laboratory  dealt  with  153  of  the  165  samples  sub¬ 
mitted. 

Nursing  in  the  Home 

Through  the  courtesy  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
I  give  below  the  extent  of  the  work  covered  in  this  field  which 
demonstrates  its  importance  and  popularity. 


General 

Midwifery 

Maternity 

Casual 

Ante  Natal 

Cases  . . 

143 

27 

17 

— 

■ — - 

Visits  . . 

2,983 

463 

328 

526 

319 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

Hospitals. 

Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics. 

There  have  been  no  changes  affecting  these  provisions  which 
have  continued  to  give  the  satisfactory  services  of  other  years. 
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NOTE-  Water ,  continuation  page  22,  last  paragraph,  and 
page  23. 


SECTION  C. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  IN  THE  AREA. 


Water. 

Results  of  sample  examinations  : — 
Bacteriological. 


Grades. 

I. 

2.  3. 

4- 

Public  Supply  .  .  24 

1  4 

4 

Other  examinations  : — 

(a)  Chemical  examinations  (including  4  for  plumbo 

solvency)  .  .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  8 

(b)  Private  supplies  .  .  .  .  .  .  ....  8 

For  purposes  of  interpretation  it  can  be  taken  that  Grades  1 
and  2  are  satisfactory,  Grade  3  doubtful,  and  4  unsatisfactory. 
Sample  results  from  a  public  supply  should  of  course  appear  under 
the  first  two  gradings,  except  in  the  exceptional  case  due  to  sample 
risk. 

It  was  observed  that  six  out  of  the  eight  inferior  samples 
occurred  during  the  early  summer,  and  coincided  with  the  period 
when  the  water  tower  level  had  fallen  to  that  of  the  outlet  pipe, 
due  to  reasons  concerned  with  pumping  limitations  to  meet  the 
extra  demands — a  position  which  was  mentioned  in  my  report  of 
the  previous  year.  It  was  presumed  that  the  continuous  pumping, 
affecting  the  abnormal  tower  levels,  caused  the  temporary  alteration 
in  the  quality  of  the  water. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

Closets. 

Number  of  houses  with  privy  vaults 
Number  of  vault  conversions  to  water-closets 
Number  of  houses  with  pail  closets 
Number  of  pail  conversions  to  water-closets 
Number  of  water-closets  repaired.  . 

Drains  and  Sewers. 


Drains  examined,  tested,  exposed,  etc.  .  . 

325 

Drains  unstopped,  repaired,  etc. 

88 

Waste,  pipes,  disconnected,  repaired,  etc. 

0 

A 

Soil  and  vent  pipes  repaired  or  renewed 

.  .  2 

Drains  reconstructed 

14 

1 

112 

5 

11 


Sewerage  Schemes. 


(a)  Trusthorpe. 

The  linal  completion  of  the  work  at  this  site  was  delayed  by 
late  delivery  of  the  pumping  machinery,  but  the  officers  were  able 
by  mobile  pumps  adaptation  to  arrange  for  some  properties  to  be 
serviced  during  the  waiting  period.  In  this  way,  25  cesspools  were 
abolished  affecting  36  houses,  which  included  the  Ideal  Estate 
property,  where  the  costs  of  the  private  sewer  were  borne  by  the 
individual  property  owners. 

(b)  North  End  scheme. 

The  conditions  in  this  area,  particularly  in  the  Links  Estate, 
have  for  a  long  time  been  the  cause  of  anxiety,  but  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year  the  Council  instructed  its  consulting  engineers  to  prepare 
a  sewering  scheme  for  submission  to  the  Ministry  for  approval. 
This  action  was  certainly  not  before  time,  because  the  conditions 
existing  there  consituted  a  sanitary  blot  in  the  Council’s  area.  As 
is  known,  the  scavenging  of  the  eight  houses  with  pail  closets  and 
the  emptying  of  the  22  cesspools  in  this  area  are  undertaken  by 
the  Council.  The  low  level  of  the  ground  causes  waterlogging  in 
the  winter  which  makes  cesspool  emptying  difficult  while  the 
increased  boarding  house  population  in  the  summer  contributes  also 
to  the  health  risks. 


It  was  hoped  and  expected  that  the  scheme  prepared  by  the 
consulting  engineers  would  have  received  approval  from  the 
Ministry,  but  unfortunately  this  was  not  forthcoming  in  the  manner 
which  would  allow  the  work  to  proceed.  I  may  state  that  any 
delays  in  remedying  the  conditions  existing  in  the  Links  Estate  area 
would  be  very  undesirable  from  public  health  considerations. 

A  small  extension  of  the  sewer  in  Alford  Road,  Mablethorpe, 
was  completed  during  the  year  involving  120  feet  of  laying  which 
resulted  in  the  abolition  of  a  troublesome  cesspool. 

Foreshore  Public  Conveniences. 

Further  to  observations  made  under  this  heading  in  my  report 
of  the  previous  year,  it  is  satisfactory  to  record  improvement  in 
the  standard  of  the  cleanliness  of  these  conveniences  following 
attention  to  interior  decoration  and  better  maintenance. 


Disinfection. 

Rooms  disinfected 

(a)  ordinary  infectious  disease 

(b)  Tuberculosis 

Rooms  stripped  and  cleansed 
Number  of  premises  disinfested  .  . 


10 

7 

3 

1 

4 


10 


House  Refuse. 

Number  of  houses  using  dustbins 


.  .approx.. 2, 12 5 


There  is  weekly  scavenging  and  the  final  disposal  is  by  con¬ 
trolled  tipping. 

Nuisances. 

Total  number  of  nuisances  during  the  year  .  .  .  .  329 

(1)  Abated  as  result  of  internal  action  by  Sanitary 

Inspector  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  324 

(2)  Reported  to  Council  : 

(a)  Statutory  notice  issued  .  .  .  .  .  .  5 

(b)  Statutory  notice  not  issued  . .  . .  .  .  19 


Shops  Act,  1950. 

Number  of  shops  inspected 
Contraventions  remedied  . 


20 

4 


Factories  Acts,  1937  and  1948. 

1.  Inspections. 


Number  of 

Premises 

No.  on 
Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Prosecution 

(1)  Factories  in  which 
sections  1,  2,  3,  4  and 

6  are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

11 

(2)  Factories  not  in¬ 
cluded  in  (1)  in  which 
section  7  is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Author¬ 
ity  .  . 

24 

40 

4 

(3)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the 
Authority  (excluding 
out-workers’  premises 

1 

Totals 

36 

40 

4 

— 

11 


2.  Defects  Found. 


Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred  to 
H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  .  . 

4 

4 

— 

Sanitary  conveniences  : 

(a)  insufficient 

( b )  Unsuitable  or 

2 

O 

— 

defective  .  . 

1 

1 

— 

Totals 

7 

7 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 

This  Act  which  became  operable  during  the  year — repealing 
the  Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act,  1919 — made  local  authorities 
responsible  for  the  control  of  rats  and  mice  in  their  areas. 

After  the  operator  had  been  trained,  work  on  the  location  and 
destruction  began  in  the  last  quarter  of  the  year,  resulting,  as 
reported  by  the  sanitary  inspector,  in  an  estimated  kill  of  1,920 
rats  which  involved  94  treatments  of  major  and  minor  characters 
over  public  and  private  properties.  When  the  clearance  of  the  large 
infestation  areas  of  the  sewer  and  refuse  tip  type  was  completed, 
the  inspector  divided  the  area  into  sections  for  intensive  house  to 
house  survey,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  about  half  the  district 
had  been  covered.  The  sanitary  inspector  made  the  interesting 
observation,  which  also  has  its  practical  bearing  regarding  risk, 
that  the  rat  population  migrates  to  the  fields  and  sandhills  early  in 
the  year,  causing  the  closed  in  town  area  to  be  relatively  free  of 
the  pests  during  the  summer  until  their  return  aoout  October. 

The  rat  and  mouse,  like  the  fly,  are  disease  carriers  of  the  most 
dangerous  kind  and  their  risk  as  food  contaminators  must  be 
countered  by  strong  measures  towards  their  eradication. 


]  2 


SECTION  D. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  HOUSES. 


T otal  number  of  new  Houses  erected  during  the  year 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority 

(2)  By  other  Local  Authorities 

(3)  By  other  bodies  or  persons 


36 


10 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year 

(1  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 


Acts) 


44 


( b )  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  .  .  242 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  Sub¬ 
head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  Nil. 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  42 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  Formal 
Notices  : — 

Number  of  Defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  Officers  .  .  .  .  .  .  ....  .  .  39 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  36  of  the 


Housing  Act,  1936  : — 


(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  repairs 


3 


(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  by  owners 


3 

Nil. 


(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  .  . 


(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts 


Nil. 


(c)  Proceedings  under  Section  n  and  13  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ,  .  .  .  .  .  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  .  .  .  .  1 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  subject  to  under¬ 
takings  following  official  representations  .  .  z 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936  . Nil. 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  YI — Overcrowding: — 

There  are  no  cases  know  or  reported  of  overcrowding  during 

the  vear. 

Council  house  completions  averaged  the  same  as  other  post 
war  years  and  it  was  gratifying  to  note  the  extent  of  the  repairs 
carried  out  in  spite  of  adverse  influences.  These  were  of  course 
primarily  affected  by  the  amount  of  licensing  money  available  for 
the  purpose,  but  efforts  were  also  slowed  on  account  of  the  relation¬ 
ship  existing  between  1950  repair  costs  and  1939  rentals.  This 
combination  of  circumstances  naturally  fell  most  heavily  on  the 
older  properties  needing  extensive  repair,  with  the  inevitable  result 
that  such  houses  are  fast  becoming  the  totally  unfit  properties  of 
tomorrow.  Experience  shows  that  the  Housing  Act,  1949,  is  not 
proving  the  popular  measure  originally  expected.  There  were  no 
applicants  for  grants  under  its  clauses  and  it  would  appear  that 
property  owners  do  not  consider  the  time  expedient  to  engage  in 
work  involving  reconstruction  or  improvements  to  property  which 
are  quite  unrelated  to  repairs. 

Movable  Dwellings. 

During  the  year  the  Council  licensed  10  sites  and  2  individual 
trailers,  and  during  the  peak  week  of  the  holiday  season  884  tents 
and  trailers  were  stationed  in  the  district  causing  some  temporary 
overflow  to  unlicensed  sites.  The  sanitary  inspector  reported 
having  made  over  200  visits  to  these  camping  grounds,  and  nuisances 
found  and  abated  to  the  number  of  18.  The  County  Planning 
Officer  reported  that  the  sites  were  well  controlled  and  satisfactory 
from  sanitary  standards,  an  appraisement  which  may  have  had  a 
more  relative  than  actual  basis,  because  neither  I  nor  the  sanitary 
inspector  felt  happy  about  the  density  of  the  structures  on  some 
of  the  camping  grounds.  As  mentioned  in  my  report  of  the  previous 
year,  camping  holiday  life  cannot  be  expected  to  produce  exem¬ 
plary  standards  of  hygienic  living,  no  matter  how  keen  the  super¬ 
visor}/  effort  to  prevent  laxities  occurring,  so  that  the  resultant 
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health  danger  and  difficulties  of  control  are  in  direct  proportion  to 
the  density  of  the  site.  The  sanitary  inspector  brought  out  this 
point  about  overcrowding  of  sites  in  his  very  full  report  to  the 
Council  at  the  end  of  the  season.  As  he  stated,  what  is  required  is 
additional  ground  for  controlled  sites,  and  until  this  is  approved 
to  reduce  the  overcrowding  existing  during  “the  height  of  the 
season,”  the  position  will  be  unsatisfactory. 


SECTION  E. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD, 


Model  Bye-Laws — relating  to  sanitary  and  cleanly  practices  and 
conditions  regarding  handling,  wrapping,  etc.  of  food  and  its. 
sale  in  the  open  air. 

These  bye-laws  became  operative  too  late  in  the  year  for 
results  to  be  expected.  All  the  preliminary  ground  preparations 
were  however  carried  out  by  the  inspector  in  stressing  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  the  matter  to  the  trade  by  interviews  and  circular  letters. 
Certain  observances  to  meet  requirements  were  effected  by  the 
provision  of  suitable  covers  for  displayed  food  and  the  prescribed 
wrapping  of  fish  and  chips. 

'Fhe  literature  and  plaques  obtained  from  the  Central  Council 
for  Health  Education  were  found  extremely  helpful  in  this  cam¬ 
paign. 

Bakehouses. 

Number  in  district  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  6 

Number  of  inspections  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  22 

Number  of  contraventions  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Defects  remedied  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Retail  Shops. 

The  sanitary  inspector  reported  very  favourably  on  the  con¬ 
dition  of  the  shops  regarding  general  cleanliness  and  food  storage 
facilities,  but  he  was  most  impressed  by  the  standard  set  by  the 
butchers’  shops.  Defects  found  during  inspection  were  remedied, 
and  unfit  food  found,  or  presented  from  time  to  time,  was  suitably 
dealt  with. 

Cafes,  Kitchens  and  Making  Up  Rooms. 

It  was  pleasing  to  note  major  improvements  in  cafe  kitchens 
that  resulted  in  considerable  advance  in  the  hygiene  of  washing  up. 
In  one  of  the  four  of  these,  a  modern  mechanical  washing  up  unit 
was  installed,  and  in  the  others  the  washing  up  system  was  modern¬ 
ised  and  improved.  The  washing  up  facilities  and  the  attention 
given  the  process  are  most  important  factors  in  the  prevention  of 
food  poisoning. 

lee  Cream. 

There  were  3  producer-retail  and  46  premises  on  the  license 
registers  during  the  year.  The  “sale  only”  supervision  liability 
increased  by  12  compared  with  the  previous  year. 
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Sample  results  by  Methylene  Blue  tests  were  classified  thus  : — 


1. 

Grades. 

2.  3. 

4- 

Produced 

in  District 

21 

2  Nil. 

Nil. 

Produced 

ex  District 

26 

12 

4 

4 

Totals 

47 

14 

4 

4 

Six  samples  analyses  for  fat  content  were  submitted. 

The  excellence  of  the  local  standard  provided  a  severe  yard 
stick  for  the  outside  production,  but  apart  from  the  four  smudges 
in  the  grade  4  column,  the  ice  cream  retailed  from  outside — -all 
pre-packed — was  satisfactory.  Two  only,  of  the  eight  non-local 
firms,  were  found  at  one  period  to  be  supplying  hygienically  un¬ 
satisfactory  produce,  by  virtue  of  collective  evidence  from  all  the 
districts  under  my  jurisdiction,  and  prompt  action  was  taken 
to  stop  supplies.  It  is  not  always  so  easy  to  ascertain  the  responsible 
agent  for  inferior  results  in  this  dual  field,  but  it  does  seem  certain 
that  the  retailer  is  mostly  at  fault  because  of  his  lack  of  appreciation 
of  the  risks  involved.  The  labour  of  sending  copies  of  sample 
results  to  the  producer  and  his  health  department,  as  well  as  to 
the  retailer,  is  rewarded  by  so  much  better  co-operation  when 
anything  goes  wrong  ;  having  moreover  the  effect  of  arousing  the 
producer's  interest  in  the  quality  of  his  ice  cream  as  retailed. 

Milk. 

There  were  six  dairymen  licensed  to  sell  pasteurised  (including 
T.T.  pasteurised)  and  sterilised  milk,  and  seven  shops  retailed 
sterilised  milk. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  all  the  milk  retailed  in  the  area  was 
heat  treated.  This  bald  factual  statement  covers  an  achievement 
in  which  this  Authority  led  all  others  in  the  County,  and  shared 
the  distinction  with  probably  a  limited  few  over  the  whole  country, 
to  make  a  noteworthy  local  contribution  to  preventitive  medicine. 
When  the  annual  toll  of  deaths  and  chronic  invalidism  resulting 
from  bovine  tuberculosis,  due  to  drinking  raw  infected  milk,  remains 
so  disgracefuuly  high,  it  is  pleasing  to  realise  that  the  local  popula¬ 
tion  will  be  insured  against  the  risk  by  provision  of  a  milk  supply, 
made  safe  by  standardised  heat  treatment. 

It  seems  a  far  cry,  but  in  fact,  measured  only  by  a  matter  of 
five  years  when  the  milk  supply  in  this  area  was  practically  an 
unknown  quantity,  and  what  was  known,  did  not  encourage 
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optimism.  The  sanitary  inspector,  however,  by  determination  and 
perseverance  accomplished  an  aim  which  at  the  time  seemed  in 
the  nature  of  a  hopeful  aspiration. 

From  the  commercial  aspect,  the  provision  of  a  safe  milk 
supply  will  be  appreciated  by  visitors,  and  it  was  noted  that  letters 
sent  to  those  in  charge  of  institutions  and  holiday  hostels,  informing 
them  of  the  availability  of  such  supply,  were  acknowledged  with 
obvious  satisfaction. 

There  were  49  samples  of  milk  taken  for  laboratory  examination, 
43  of  which  were  pasterurised,  and  the  remaining  6  referred  to 
accredited  supply  before  it  joined  the  majority.  All  the  samples 
without  exception  satisfied  the  prescribed  tests— the  first  time  this 
has  happened  in  the  district. 
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SECTION  F. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  AND 

OTHER  DISEASES. 


Infectious  Diseases  other  than  Tuberculosis  notified  during  1950  : 


Disease 

Total  cases 
notified 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital 

Case  Rate 
per  1,000  of 
population 

Poliomyelitis 

Paralytic 

1 

1 

0.19  (0.13) 

Scarlet  Fever  .  . 

3 

— 

0-57  (I-5°) 

Whooping  Cough 

7 

— 

1.32  (3.60) 

Measles  .  . 

6 

— 

i-i3  (8.39) 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

2 

2 

27.78  (5.81)* 

Totals 

19 

3 

*  Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births. 


The  case  rates  show  the  comparison  of  the  corresponding  rates 
for  England  and  Wales. 

The  table  shows  how  relatively  free  the  district  was  of  infectious 
diseases.  The  case  of  poliomyelitis  referred  to  a  child  visitor  who 
was  found  to  have  acquired  the  infection  before  coming  here. 
Information  was  received  about  four  cases  which  were  notified  as 
poliomyelitis  after  their  return  home  from  holidaying  in  this  district 
with  the  presumption  that  infection  occurred  here.  Puerperal 
infection  cases  seldom  appear  on  our  lists  and  though  the  case  rate 
is  relatively  very  high  the  number  of  cases  was  small. 

I  ceased  to  have  chicken  pox  made  a  notifiable  disease  from 
the  beginning  of  the  year. 

There  were  no  cases  of  food  poisoning  notified,  but  this  has 
not  much  significance  in  relation  to  this  infection,  so  far  as  it  may 
pertain  to  small  numbers  so  affected. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

Number  of  initial  immunisations— under  5  years  .  .  52 

Number  of  initial  immunisations— 5-14  years  .  .  12 

Number  of  Booster  cases  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  54 

The  number  of  children  attending  the  two  County  schools 
returned  as  immunised  according  to  ascertainment  by  the  head¬ 
masters  was  83%. 
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Vaccinations. 

Number  of  vaccinations  .  .  .  .  .  .  ,  .  .  .  24 

Number  of  re- vaccinations  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  1 

This  information  was  supplied  by  the  County  Medical  Officer 
of  Health. 


Tuberculosis — New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1950. 


Age 

Periods 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Non - 

Respiratory  Respiratory 

Non - 

R  espiratory  R  espira  tory 

M.  F.  M.  F. 

M.  F.  M.  F. 

0 

1 

5 

1  1 

15 

3 

25 

1 

35 

1 

45 

55 

65  T  •  • 

! 

Totals 

5  1 

-  1  -  - 

There  was  one  transfer  case  in  addition  to  above  during  the 
year. 
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APPENDIX. 


WATER  AND  SEWERAGE  ANALYSIS. 

Report  of  Analysis  of  Waters. 

Received  28th  November,  1950,  from  Mablethorpe  and  Sutton 
Urban  District  Council. 

Mark  1 — Maltby  Bore. 

Mark  2 — Sutton-on-Sea  Bore. 


These  samples  contains  per  million  parts 

Maltby 

Bore. 

Sutton-on-Sea 

Bore. 

Total  Solids  dried  at  180  °C.  .  . 

510.00 

780.00 

Suspended  Matter 

absent 

absent 

Chlorides  as  chlorine 

24.90 

145.60 

Oxidised  Nitrogen  as  nitrate.  . 

absent 

absent 

Oxidises  Nitrogen  as  nitrite  .  . 

absent 

absent 

Free  Ammonia 

0.669 

0.401 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

0.260 

0.076 

Temporary  Hardness 

75.00 

75.00 

Permanent  Hardness 

0.00 

0.00 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hours  at  80 
from  N/80  KM1104 

°F. 

0.00 

0.040 

pH  value 

8.30 

8.70 

Appearance 

.  .  clear  &  bright  clear  &  bright 

Odour 

none 

none 

Taste  and  Colour 

normal 

normal 

Heavy  Metals 

absent 

absent 

Free  Chlorine  .  . 

absent 

absent 

Observations. 

Both  waters  have  undergone  small  changes  in  chemical  com¬ 
position  by  comparison  with  the  analyses  made  in  May,  1950 
respectively.  Both  waters  could  be  regarded  as  of  suitable  chemical 
quality  for  human  consumption,  domestic  use  and  dairy  purposes 
provided  that  recent  bacteriological  examinations  have  proved  the 
absence  of  harmful  or  potentially  harmful  bacteria. 


(signed)  W.  W.  TAYLOR,  B.Sc.,  F.R.I.C. 


Report  on  analysis  of  Sewage  Effluents. 

Received  i6th  December,  1950,  from  Mablethorpe  and  Sutton 
Urban  District  Council. 

Mark  1 — Sewage  Effluent  from  Sutton-on-Sea  Sewage  Disposal 
Works. 

Mark  2 — Sewage  Effluent  from  Mablethorpe  Sewage  Disposal 
Works. 

These  effluents  contain  per  100,000  parts  : — 

Sutton-on -Sea  M  a  bl  ethorp  e 


Total  Solids  dried  at  100  °C. 

185.00 

154.00 

Suspended  matter 

2.00 

3.00 

Chlorides  as  chlorine 

66.02 

4i-7° 

Nitrate  Nitrogen 

0.80 

1. 10 

Nitrite  Nitrogen 

0.020 

O.OII 

Free  and  saline  Ammonia 

0.214 

0.508 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

0.050 

0.084 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  N/80  KMnoq 
in  (a)  3  minutes 

0.18 

0.44 

( b )  4  hours  at  80  °F. 

0.61 

i-37 

pH  value 

7-50 

7-50 

5  days  Biological  Oxygen  Demand  at 
65  °F. 

1.40 

0 

w 

H 

5  days  Incubation  Test  at  80  °E.  .  . 

Stable 

Stable 

Observations. 

At  the  time  of  sampling  both  effluents  satisfied  the  accepted 
standards  of  chemical  quality  for  sewage  effluents  and  could  be 
considered  as  suitable  for  free  discharge  into  inland  waters. 

(signed)  W.  W.  TAYLOR,  B.Sc.,  F.R.I.C. 


This  and  another  report  of  the  effluents  from  the  sewage  works 
show  that  the  effluent  from  the  .Sutton  works  is  more  than  satis¬ 
factory. 

It  was  gratifying  to  know  that  sanction  was  later  obtained 
from  the  Ministry  for  the  installation  of  an  eletcric  pump  capable 
of  delivery  20,000  gallons  per  hour — the  largest  capacity  pump 
which  can  be  utilised  at  the  Maltby  bore — to  replace  the  existing, 
the  full  capacity  of  which  is  15,000  g.p.h.  When  this  provision 
becomes  available,  the  present  difficulties  concerning  the  adequate 


distribution  of  the  supply  will  ease,  even  though  the  ratio  between 
supply  and  demand  during  the  seasonal  peak  will  be  no  more  than 
satisfied.  If  there  is  further  development  of  the  area,  or  if  the 
Council  at  a  later  date  undertakes,  where  practicable,  the  servicing 
of  the  87  properties  not  on  the  public  supply,  it  would  seem  that 
a  larger  bore  would  be  required. 

The  Chemical  Analyses  of  the  public  supply  were  found  satis¬ 
factory  and  four  samples — two  from  each  bore — directly  concerned 
with  plumbo-solvency  tests  did  not  show  the  presence  of  lead  in 
excess  amounts.  Six  of  the  eight  samples  from  private  supplies 
referred  to  a  camping  site  where  the  water  was  found  to  be  un¬ 
satisfactory,  and  they  were  mainly  related  to  locating  the  point 
of  pollution.  The  other  two  samples  were  from  farms,  one  was 
satisfactory  but  the  other  showed  pollution. 

Naturally,  it  has  not  been  found  possible  to  arrange  any 
regular  system  of  sample  taking  from  the  87  properties  not  on  the 
public  supply,  but  the  result  of  the  occasional  sample  suggests  that 
more  attention  should  be  paid  to  these  supplies  at  the  expense  of 
affordable  curtailments  in  other  directions.  The  following  list, 
ascertained  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  gives  the  location  of  these 
properties  not  on  mains  supply. 


Mablethorpe .  No. 

Sutton  No. 

Trusthorpe  No. 

Mile  Lane  .  .  .  .  16 

Golf  Road  Area  .  .  10 
Theddlethorpe  Rd.  8 
Church  Lane  Area  4 

Alford  Road  .  .  2 

Other  single  .  .  2 

Crabtree  Lane  9 
Huttoft  Road  5 
Highgate  Lane  4 
Roman  Bank  3 

Popular  Farm  1 

Rossa  Road  .  .  13 
Main  Road  .  .  4 

North  Road  .  .  4 

Brickyard  L’ne  2 

Totals  . .  42 

22 

23 

. 
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